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PLANNING COMMITTEE 6th December 2018
ATC REPRESENTATION – LYNCH HILL REF: 49776/002

The allocation of land for employment use in Alton is welcomed for its 
positive impact on the local economy and the provision of job 
opportunities; however, regrettably this is the third time this application 
has been before the committee and the access remains unchanged; the 
proposed site access off Montecchio Way is in the open countryside 
with a need to create some 350m of roadway to reach the site itself 
rendering it contrary to policy IB3 and potentially creating an adverse 
environmental impact on the surrounding landscape. 

It is also unclear what the environmental impact may be as the updated 
Environmental Assessment appears to be missing from the submitted 
documentation. The case officer’s report clearly states that an updated 
Environmental Assessment has been submitted with the application but 
some of the data contained within the documentation is from August 
2015. It is therefore difficult to know with any certainty what harm may 
be caused from the development of the site if the Environmental 
Assessment is out of date or the updated information missing. 

The Ecological Appraisal (undertaken July 2018) by WYG on the 
adjacent site, found that the most valuable habitats are the mosaic 
habitats and the woodland which provide opportunities for reptiles,
bats, badgers, dormice, otter holts, nesting birds, invertebrates, 
hedgehogs, yellow-necked mice and botanical species 
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Given that the reptile survey on the adjacent site, undertaken less than 2 
months ago states:

“there is potential for adverse effects on reptiles through loss of habitat, 
killing and injury and disturbance during the construction and 
operational phase,” it may be reasonable to conclude that unless habitats 
strictly adhere to red line site boundaries, they may be present on the 
site currently under consideration as well as the site next door.! But 
without the data we cannot speculate.

Highways have commented that the updated plans include proposals for 
a pedestrian and cycle access on Montecchio Way. The highway 
authority does not support this access from this location as it will take 
users away from Alton Town Centre and amenities in the local area. 

If the access were to come off Waterbrooke Lane, then the whole 
application site would comply with policy IB3 as it would be for an 
expansion of an existing industrial area.

Finally, the request by highways of £136,500 to improve the Mill 
Lane/Montecchio Way junction through the introduction of traffic lights  
is ill-conceived; the proposed solution will merely create additional 
congestion back onto the A31 at peak times.

We would therefore urge Members to refuse permission for this 
application. 

 


